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of 'making up for lost time', may become general in
African society. To any one who genuinely desires African
advancement to a more prosperous and less dependent
status fuller understanding of the problems involved can-
not fail to create this sense of urgency, and is it not from
just such a feeling that the driving force of the whole mass
education programme must come?
There is one last point. If we assume that the education
of African communities can be successfully started, will it
be possible to maintain enthusiasm indefinitely? To some
extent each success may be expected to encourage further
effort, but it has to be remembered that education of this
sort is a long-term programme, and that as immediate
needs are met others will arise. Indeed, some aspects of
mass education will still be needed even when the ideal of
universal compulsory education for all school children has
been reached.1
Community education which leads only to social and
economic progress will fail to satisfy, for successful develop-
ment along such lines will create new forces and new
desires which will involve also alterations to the political
structure of society. As, in the widest sense, the people
become better educated, they must obtain increasing
power to direct their own future.
slf there is to be a planned order including us/ they will
say, Sve must be free to play our own part in the shaping
of it.5*
Community education is essential to provide the know-
ledge needed to assist the people to control their own
future with benefit to themselves. It is no less important
that as its object is achieved the people should in fact
obtain such control in proportion to their fitness to exercise
1 Sir Richard Livingstone has stated the limitations of school and
college education, and the need for the general provision of further
education to adults very effectively in his book, The Future in Education,
Cambridge University Press. 35.6d.
2 Col, No. 186, p. 8.